Tim Johnson

Often described as ‘floating worlds,’ Tim Johnson’s extraordinarily powerful paintings embrace the spiritual iconography of a range of cultures including those of Aboriginal Australia, the Buddhist East and Native America.

‘Johnson’s paintings are landscapes of desire, images of impossible unity, imagined syntheses of cultural and visual systems that freely draw upon images whose meaning we do not necessarily recognise or understand,‘ wrote Linda Michael in 2001. 
The dot painting of Papunya, a Tibetan Thanka, Radio Birdman logos - all may find their place in the work of Tim Johnson.  But there is nothing cynical about this bower-bird approach.  His painting style, which is actually a mixture of styles, is influenced by these sources in both a technical and theoretical way.  The paintings are hypothetical landscapes. 
Johnson frequently collaborates with artists from other spheres and has produced a number of works with Clifford Possum Tjapaltjarri, Karma Phuntsok and Me Li Thi.
Tim Johnson has featured in numerous individual and group exhibitions in Australia and internationally including the 1986 and 1992 Biennales of Sydney; Flight Patterns, Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles; Documenta IX, Kassel and Third Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art at Queensland Art Gallery.
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SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS
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	Off the Wall, Gallery A, Sydney.

	1971
	Installation as Conceptual Scheme, Inhibodress, Sydney.

	1972
	Diary, Voyeur, Fittings, Disclosures, etc., Pinacotheca, Melbourne.

	1973
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	1977
	Gallery A, Sydney.

	1979
	Mori Gallery, Sydney.

	1982
	Wheel of Life, Mori Gallery, Sydney.

	1984
	The Drunken Boat, Mori Gallery, Sydney.

	1985
	Conceptual Painting, Union Street Gallery, Sydney.

	1986
	Esoteric Landscape, Mori Gallery, Sydney.

	
	Languish, Institute of Modern Art, Brisbane.

	1987
	Papunya Revisited, Bellas Gallery, Brisbane.

	
	Tolarno Galleries, Melbourne.

	1988
	Richard Pomeroy Gallery, London.

	1989
	A Survey 1956-1989, Mori Gallery, Sydney.

	
	Tolarno Galleries, Melbourne.
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	Chapman Gallery, Canberra.
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	Bellas Gallery, Brisbane.
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	Tim Johnson and Karma Phuntsok, Bellas Gallery, Brisbane.
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	What the Eye Knows, Tolarno Galleries, Melbourne.

	
	Collaborations, Bellas Gallery, Brisbane.

	
	Far out, Mori Gallery, Sydney.

	
	Pure Land, Chapman Gallery, Canberra.

	2001
	Tim Johnson, Lord Mori Gallery, Los Angeles, USA.

	
	Presence, Paddington Uniting Church, Sydney,

	2002
	Bellas Gallery, Brisbane.

	2003
	Insignia, Tolarno Galleries, Melbourne.

	
	Threads of Destiny, Mori Gallery, Sydney, (with My Le Thi).

	
	Karyn Lovegrove Gallery, LA, USA.

	
	Bellas Gallery, Brisbane.

	2004
2005
	Serindia, Mori Gallery, Sydney. 
Imitating Art, Tolarno Galleries, Melbourne
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	1973
	Recent Australian Art, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney.

	1979
	Third Biennale of Sydney: European Dialogue, (Film program), Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney.

	1983
	Australian Perspecta ’83, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney.
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	The Politics of Picturing, Institute of Modern Art and Tasmanian School of Art Gallery, Tasmania.
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	Art Frankfurt, Kunstmesse, Frankfurt.
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	Documenta IX, Kassel, Germany.
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	Domino I: Collaborations Between Artists, Ian Potter Gallery, Melbourne.
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	Wits End, Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney.

	
	Art Frankfurt, Messe Frankfurt, Frankfurt, Germany.

	
	Art Cologne, Koln Messe, Cologne, Germany.
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	Light and Movement, Museum Contemporary Art, Sydney.
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	Hidden Treasures II, S.H. Erwin Gallery, Sydney.
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	1997
	Spirit + Place, MCA Sydney.
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	Verve, S.H. Erwin Gallery, Sydney.

	
	Commonwealth Art, Malaysia.

	
	Be Seeing You: one night of video, Mori Gallery, Sydney.

	
	Dylan, Tim Johnson and Greg Weight, Michael Nagy Fine Art, Sydney.

	1998-99
	Ways of Being, Ivan Dougherty Gallery, Sydney, and touring Australia.

	1999
	Tolarno Galleries, Perth Festival, Perth.

	
	We are Australian, National Touring Exhibition, Melbourne.

	
	Bright and Shining, 4A Gallery, Sydney.

	
	Bright and Shining, Tokyo, Australian Embassy, Tokyo.
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	Chicago Art Fair, Chicago, USA.
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	What John Berger Saw, ANU, and touring.
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	Restricting to Palette, Colour and Land, Canberra.

	
	With Daniel, Los Angeles, USA.

	
	From Appreciation to Appropriation, Adelaide Arts Festival, Adelaide.

	
	Project 2/2000, an affiliated exhibition of Biennale of Sydney, The University of Sydney, Sydney.
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	Expressions of Faith, Shenpen Australia, Vaucluse, NSW.
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	The Mandala Project, Gallery 4A, Asian Australian Arts Centre, Sydney, NSW.
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	2001-02
	‘So you wanna be a rock star’, National Portrait Gallery, Canberra.

	2002
	Imaging Identity and Place, Grafton Regional Gallery, and touring NSW.
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	White, Bellas Gallery, Brisbane.

	
	Contemporary Portraiture.

	
	Lord Mori Gallery, Los Angeles, USA.

	2003
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	Fieldwork: Australian Art 1968-2002, NGV, Victoria.
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	2004
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	ICA London.
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	2004
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	1993
	Guest Lecture, Northern Territory University, Darwin.

	1994
	Residential Landscape Workshop, Flying Art School, Lake Julius, Queensland.

	1998
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	1999
	Visiting Fellow, Canberra School of Art, ANU.
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	2000
	Sydney University, Sydney.

	2001-03
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